
COMMISSIONER’S MEETING OF FEBRUARY 25, 2020 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:33 p.m. in Room 102 of the Borough Hall.  The 

announcement of Public Meetings was read by Mayor Rochford.  After the Pledge of 

Allegiance roll call was taken.  In attendance were Mayor Rochford, Commissioner Kasko 

and Commissioner Bianco Bezich, along with the Borough Administrator, Borough Solicitor 

and Borough Clerk. 
 

Commissioner Kasko made a motion to waive the read of the minutes to the February 11, 

2020 Commissioner Meeting, as well as the minutes to the following work sessions:  January 

6, 2020, December 12, 2019, June 3,2019, May 6, 2019 and February 4, 2019.  Commissioner 

Bianco Bezich seconded the motion and the Commissioners voted unanimously to 

approve the minutes as submitted. 
 

Ordinance 2020-01 was then introduced for second reading, which amends Chapter 232 

entitled Vehicles and Traffic for handicapped parking.  Mayor Rochford opened the 

Public Hearing and explained that this adding a new handicapped parking spot on West 

Cottage Avenue, and removing a spot on Centre Street that is no longer needed.  As 

there were no questions asked Commissioner Kasko made a motion to close the Public 

Hearing and adopt the ordinance on second reading.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich 

seconded the motion, which was then approved unanimously. 
 

Mayor Rochford, Commissioner Kasko and Commissioner Bianco Bezich the approved the 

following resolutions unanimously with no questions or comments: 
 

2020-02-25-035 Authorization to Pay Vouchers 

2020-02-25-036 Auth. for the Approval of General Event Permit Applications - Various 

2020-02-25-037 Authorization to Advertise Bids – Stump Grinding Services 
 

Once Resolution 2020-02-25-038 was introduced, which authorizes the Borough to 

advertise for Requests for Qualification for Affordable Housing Developers, Liam McCarroll, 

a fourth grader and Westmont Avenue resident, asked what the requirements are for this 

position.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich explained that every town in New Jersey has to 

provide affordable housing.  Haddonfield’s court required number is between 423 and 429 

affordable homes that we need to work towards making available.  Additionally, these 

homes will need to range between one-bedroom and three-bedroom homes and they 

need to be made available for different income ranges.  Commissioner Kasko stated that 

this resolution authorizes the borough to go out to find someone to do this work.  As there 

were no further questions the Commissioners approved the resolution unanimously. 
 

The Elizabeth Haddon School fourth graders in attendance were asked to stand and 

introduced themselves, as well as ask any questions they may have.  In attendance were 

Nate Hamblin, West End Avenue; Nicholas DiMedio Station Avenue; Will Visconto, S. 

Hinchman Avenue; Catalina Johnson, W. Mt. Vernon Avenue; Avery Boss, Station Avenue; 

Owen McCarroll, Westmont Avenue; Liam McCarroll, Westmont Avenue; Reid Fischer, 

Chews Landing Road; Macallan Barrett, W. Redman Avenue; Eleanor Rubinson, W. Euclid 

Avenue; Veronica Miller, Eves Lane; and Josie Schwartz, Elm Avenue.  The following 

questions were asked: 
 

Nate Hamblin asked how the population in town has changed.  Mayor Rochford replied 

that the Borough population fluctuates between the 11,500 to just over 11,700 range.  

Additionally, there is a federal census being done this year as well. 
 

Catalina Johnson commented on how both the high school and college students hog the 

E. Haddon School basketball courts and don’t let the litter kids play there.  Mayor 

Rochford replied agreed that this is not fair and commented that maybe another place 

for the younger kids could be build. 



 

Avery Boss asked how businesses get permission to open a store in town.  Commissioner 

Bianco Bezich replied that there is a Retail Coordinator/Recruiter that prospective business 

owners can meet with to learn the requirements, or they can go directly to the 

Community Development Office and speak with the Zoning Officer.  She further noted 

that the Borough tries to work with the business owners to help them in any way we can.  

The Commissioner then took a moment to remind everyone of the Restaurant Week to be 

held March 3rd through 8th sponsored by the Food and Beverage Collective and 

encouraged everyone to come out. 
 

Owen McCarroll asked the Borough about getting rid of the mud on the soccer fields.  

Mayor Rochford acknowledged that this is an issue and stated that the Borough was 

working on improving drainage issues that were contributing to the problem. 
 

As there were no more questions from the students, Mayor Rochford opened the public 

comment portion of the meeting. 
 

Nate Hamblin, a 4th grade student, asked why there were different dismissal times for the 

different schools.  Mayor Rochford replied this could be for traffic safety, or so that when 

parents have students in different schools there is time to get from one to the other.  The 

Police Chief agreed that it would be for safety and traffic reasons. 
 

Kim Custer, Evergreen Avenue, asked for an updated status for the redevelopment plans 

for Boxwood Hall, as well as the land swap with the Board of Education (BOE).  The 

Borough Administrator replied that for the land swap the closing is expected to happen 

within the first two weeks of March.  As for the Boxwood Hall plan, there are no changes in 

the information provided at the last work session.  Mayor Rochford commented on the 

land swap deal with the BOE and the preservation of these lands, a portion of the Bancroft 

site and Radnor Avenue. 
 

Commissioner Bianco Bezich announced that the Emergency Management Office 

Coordinator, Linda Harrington, has attended this meeting to review some COVID-19 

information she has received from the Centers for Disease Control & Prevention (CDC).  

Ms. Harrington noted that it helps to plan for emergencies and disasters.  She then handed 

out and reviewed in detail informational sheets from the CDC.  Commissioner Bianco 

Bezich stated that residents could email herself or Ms. Harrington with concerns or 

questions. 
 

Mayor Rochford noted that the Shade Tree Commission Chairperson, Robin Potter, was 

also in attendance if there were any questions about the Borough trees.  None were 

asked at this time. 
 

The Mayor then announced that there is a continuation of the 7:00 p.m. work session 

scheduled for the auditorium after the public meeting ends.  This meeting is for 

professionals from Princeton Hydro to meet with residents from Concord Drive to review 

their report on the June 20, 2019 storm issues.  However, anyone interested in attending 

that meeting is welcome. 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:59 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

  

Deanna Bennett 

Borough Clerk 


